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‘ 


Among Italians in the Eastern 
District of the Moravian 
Church 


Every tenth person on Staten Island 
is an Italian, and every one-hundredth 
person is a Moravian. The total popu- 
lation of the island is one hundred thou- 
sand. Under the circumstances more 
or less physical contact between Mora- 
vians and Italians is inevitable. E. J. 
Allendorf, a member of the New Dorp 
Moravian Congregation, and a man of 
vision, had a growing conviction that 
there should also be a religious contact. 
Altho the Italians were either Roman 
Catholics or Protestants in their native 
land, many of them have not identified 
themselves with any church since com- 
ing to America. 


Thru the influence of Mr. Allendorf 
religious work was instituted among 
the Italians of New Dorp and vicinity. 
Ettore Barletta, a student in the Bible 
Teachers’ Training School of New 
York City, was engaged as missionary 
in the Fall of 1916, and on October Ist 
he began his labors. His financial sup- 
port was guaranteed by Mr. Allendorf 


and by Elmer Galloway and other 

members. of the New Dorp Congrega- 
tion whose interest had beeh enlisted in 
the movement.’ 


An Italian Sunday» School and a 
Christian Endeavor Society were or- 
ganized, mothers’ meetings and English 
Study classes conducted, and services 
held regularly every Sunday. For sey- 
eral seasons a daily vacation Bible 
School was conducted. This school had 
an average attendance of fifty-five boys 
and girls. A sewing-class was another 
feature of the work. 


The efforts of the first year were so 
fruitful that the founder of the move- 
ment and those associated with him 
became convinced that the work should 
be put on a permanent basis. There- 
fore the matter was brought to the at- 
tention of the members of the Eastern 
District Synod which convened in 
October, 1917, in the New Dorp Parish 
House. 


A favorable impression was made by 
the report of religious activities among 
the Italians, and synod instructed the 
District Executive Board to appoint a 
Committee on Italian Work in the Dis- 
trict. The Rt. Rev. Morris W. Leibert, 
D.D., the Rev. Ernest S. Hagen, Mr. 
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Elmer Galloway, and Mr. Allen W. 
Stephens were asked to serve on this 
committee. The vacancy caused by the 
departure of Bishop Leibert was filled 
by the Rev. H. E. Stocker, Ph.D., who 
succeeded the Rev. E. S. Hagen as Sec- 
retary when he became Chairman of 
the Committee. Elmer Galloway is the 
Treasurer. 


Immediate steps were taken to make 
the Italian work at New Dorp perma- 
nent. The District Executive Board 
authorized an appeal for the funds 
needed to provide for the proper hous- 
ing of the mission, and for the support 
of the missionary. Ettore Barletta was 
recommended to the Provincial Elders’ 
Conference as a suitable man to carry 
on the work. The Italian Committee 
also recommended his ordination as a 
deacon of the Moravian Church, as 
soon as adequate provision had been 
made for his support. 


Provincial Elders’ Conference was 
sympathetic to these recommendations. 
At the meeting of the Conference on 
February 5, 1918, the following action 
was taken: “1. The Italian Mission 
must be regarded as distinctly a Dis- 
trict Work under the care of the Dis- 
trict Board. The plan as outlined by 


if 


the Committee on Italian Work is 
heartily approved by Conference. 2. Just 
as soon as the Committee can see its 
way clear to report a definite plan for 
securing the salary of the missionary 
and for providing a place to hold the 
services, Provincial Elders’ Conference 
will be ready to take up the matter of 
the ordination of Mr. Ettore Barletta 
as a deacon of the Moravian Church.” 


On Easter Sunday, March 31, 19109, 
the first Italian Communion service was 
held in the New Dorp Moravian 
Church, and eight Italians were re- 
ceived into the communicant member- 
ship of the congregation by the rite of 
confirmation. Definite arrangements 
having been made for the support of a 
missionary, Ettore Barletta was or- 
dained a deacon of the. Moravian 
Church, on July 6th, by the Rt. Rev. 
Charles L. Moench, D.D., President of 
the Provincial Elders’ Conference. The 
ordination service was held in the New 
Dorp Moravian Church. 


By action of Church Council, the 
Moravian Italian Mission was recog- 
nized as a Mission of the Collegiate 
Moravian Congregations on Staten 
Island, and the Board of Trustees was 
instructed to take steps to secure a suit- 
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able place of worship. Pursuant to 
these instructions the trustees of the 
New Dorp Congregation found a place 
of worship in the village of New Dorp. 
Arrangements were made with the 
proper authorities for the Italian Mis- 
sion to hold its meetings in Trinity 
Protestant Episcopal Chapel. The Mo- 
Tavian trustees are seeking to purchase 
this property, and the Episcopalians 
have expressed a willingness to sell, 
therefore it is likely that the Italian 
Mission will have a church of its own 
before long. 

On Sunday, November oth, the Ital- 
ians held their first service in the Epis- 
copal Chapel, and two weeks later the 
Italian Mission was formally organized 
as a Home Mission of the Northern 
Province of the Moravian Church by 
the Rev. E. S. Hagen who acted by 
authority of the Provincial Elders’ 
Conference. A constitution and by- 
laws were adopted, and Elders and 
Trustees of the congregation elected. 
Thus after three years of prayerful ef- 
fort the first Moravian congregation 
among Italians was born. 

The present membership of the con- 
gregation is thirty-two. There are sev- 
enty scholars enrolled in the Sunday 
School, and the Christian Endeavor 
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Society has thirty members, all of 
which are men. The membership of 
the Junior Christian Endeavor Society 
is twenty. Sixteen women belong to 
the Mothers’ Club. The pastor is ably 
assisted in the work of the congrega- 
tion by his gifted wife, who is also a 
graduate of the Bible Teachers’ Train- 
ing School. Once a week she conducts 
a Sewing Class, which also engages in 
Bible Study under her leadership. 

This flourishing Italian Mission re- 
flects great honor upon its founder, and 
upon the New Dorp Congregation. 
Their Christian example must light the 
way for the ministering of other Mora- 
vian Congregations who find un- 
churched aliens at their door. The 
Committee on Italian Work in the 
Eastern District has given two hundred 
dollars to ‘this Mission. This money 
was contributed by friends to whom the 
committee appealed for financial assist- 
ance. And it pledged a hundred dollars 
toward the support of the New Dorp 
Mission in the current year. But the 
burden of the financial support has been 
nobly assumed by the New Dorp Con- 
gregation, which has so generously 
contributed to the Italian Mission from 
the time of its inception. 


Early in the year 1918 the attention 
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of the Committee on Italian Work was 
attracted to the colony of Italians at 
Riverside, N. J. There are about 800 
Italians in this community. In the fall 
of 1917 an Italian colporteur of the 
Presbyterian Board of Home Missions. 
and Publications located at Riverside, 
and began a mission among his coun- 
try-men. He rented a small building 
and organized an Italian Sunday 
School. About fifty scholars were. en- 
rolled. Religious services were con- 
ducted every ’Starday: The oe 
was good. 


Encouraged by the fruits of his. 
labors, the missionary sought to enlist 
the interest and support of Presbyterian 
churches nearby. These churches were 
unable to render the desired aid. There- 
fore the missionary interviewed the 
Rev. Robert K. Stansfield, the pastor 
of the Riverside Moravian Church, 
whose members were already sympa- 
thetic to the mission, several assisting 
in the Sunday School, and otherwise. 
The missionary declared that it was his 
desire and that of the Italians inter- 
ested in the work to turn over the mis- 
sion, if possible, to the Moravian 
Church, on the ground that the nearest 
Presbyterian Church was too far away 
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to render the assistance which the mis- 
sion needed to make it successful. 


In this way the Moravian Church 
was brought face to face with a task, 
and an opportunity. It was impossible 
to take over the mission at once. Mean- 
while the Home Mission Society of the 
First Moravian Church in Philadelphia 
became interested. The Secretary of 
the Society had an interview with the 
Presbyterian Board of Home Missions 
and Publications, explaining frankly 
how Moravian interest had been en- 
listed in the Riverside Italians, and 
stating that his Society would be ready 
to take up religious work among them, 
if such efforts would not interfere with 
any plans of the Presbyterian Church. 
‘The Board declared that it would be 
glad to have the Moravians undertake 
the mission, and cheerfully recom- 
mended Ferdinand Ferri, an Italian 
visitor of the Board in Philadelphia, for 
the work. 


The Home Mission Society secured 
the services of Mr. Ferri, who devoted 
the first month of his labors to visiting 
among the Riverside Italians and hold- 
ing a few meetings in private houses. 
Since April 11, 1920, the mission enjoys 
the use of a hall rented by the Society 


, 
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for the purpose. Italian services are 
conducted on Sunday and Thursday of 
each week. On April 25th a Sunday 
School was organized, and Frederick G. 
Fulmer, a senior in the Theological 
Seminary at Bethlehem, was elected 
Superintendent, and Henry Geiger, a 
member of the First Moravian Church 
in Philadelphia, was appointed Assist- 
ant Superintendent. Since Mr. Fulmer 
will graduate in June, this arrangement 
is necessarily temporary. The expense 
of the mission, which amounts to about 
sixty-five dollars a month, has been 
generously assumed by the Home Mis- 
sion Society. Mr. Ferri is an earnest 
worker, and the opportunities great; 
therefore the prospects for a successful 
mission are bright. 


Altho no definite action has been 
taken, the Committee on Italian Work 
has given. consideration to several other 
places where the Moravian Church 
might undertake work among Italians. 
One of these places is Bethlehem, South 
Side, where a young Italian minister of 
the Evangelical Association conducted 
a hopeful mission among the Italians 
several years ago. Lack of funds 
brought the mission to an untimely 
end. Before the small congregation dis- 
banded, the ordained missionary made 
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overtures to the Moravian Church to 
take over the work, expressing his will- 
ingness to become a Moravian minister., 
Unfortunately the offer could not be 
accepted, and the Moravian Church 
lost, not only an opportunity for worth- 
while service, but the chance to receive 
an efficient and gifted minister of ap- 
proved consecration. This minister is 
now engaged by the Presbyterian 
Church in work among his people, but 
not in Bethlehem. There the promising 
field which he left about two years ago 
remains unoccupied. The Committee 
on Italian Work earnestly hopes that 
some day a Moravian mission may be 
established among the Italians of Beth- 
lehem. If we cannot cross the ocean, 
and the heathen lands explore, we can 
find the needy nearer, we can help them 
at our door. “Loud and long the Mas- 
ter calleth, Rich reward He offers free: 
Who will answer, gladly saying, ‘Here 
am I, send me, send me’?”” What ap- 
plies to the individual also applies to a 
congregation. 
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